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Farm Owner 
Believes In 

Working From 
The Ground Up

Daily Record Photos/Kim Lambert

The owner of High Ground Farm in Duncan is trying to revive the nearly-extinct Java chickens, whose eggs are noted 
for their rich yolks and robust flavor and sell for 50 cents each at Whole Foods, top. Deborah Underwood-Brown is 
holding one of the chickens below. She also renovated a neglected, 1850 farmhouse, transforming it into an inviting 

homestead on the National Historic Registry, above.

By KIM LAMBERT
For The Record

Deborah Underwood-Brown has always 
been one to see a project through, she said, 
from the ground up.

“I’ve always been this way, a purist. 
Once, I wanted to take up knitting sweat-
ers years ago,” said the northwest Harnett 
resident. “I started off with a flock of 
sheep, then I learned to shear the sheep, 
and spin the wool and make yarn, then I 
knitted the sweaters.”

Such was the premise of her transform-
ing an old, neglected 1850 farmhouse into 
a beautiful, inviting homestead.

When Ms. Underwood-Brown saw the 
abandoned home in grave disrepair in 
1979, she approached the property owner, 
Glenn Womble, asking to purchase the 
farmhouse doomed for demolition.

No stranger to the family, she said her 
grandfather and grandmother, Bruce and 
Emma Carroll, had rented the home in the 
1950s.

Abandoned for two decades, the Har-
rington-Dewar home — built by John Tyler 
Harrington in the 1850s — was cut in half 
and transferred to its current location, on a 

densely wooded lot. She and her family 
members took five years to restore the 
farmhouse, while working full time. While 
the entire structure was sound, with heart 
of pine clapboards and 
interior, they added 
electricity, wiring, in-
sulation and closet 
spaces during its reno-
vation.

Java Chickens
That same premise, 

working from the 
ground up, was appli-
cable to Ms. Under-
wood-Brown’s raising 
of a nearly-extinct 
flock of chickens.

Not one to shy away 
from challenges, the 
petite, northwest Har-
nett farmer embarked on raising Java 
chickens at her Harrington-Dewar home 
nestled in her densely-wooded 17-acre es-
tate in Duncan, which — thanks to her 
persistence — has been added to the Na-
tional Historical Register. Now it is home 
to approximately 120 robust Javas in 

black. shimmering green and black and 
white.

“The Java was on the critical list until 
two years ago,” she said. “The Java chick-

ens are threatened 
with less than 1,000 
breeding birds in the 
U.S. with only seven 
primary breeding 
flocks. The estimated 
global population has 
dwindled to about 
5,000 birds now.”

She explains she has 
worked to maintain a 
pure flock and to pre-
serve the heritage 
breed. High Ground 
Farm has achieved 
Animal Welfare Ap-
proval, following the 
highest standards of 

animal welfare. 
Customers now flock to Cary’s Whole 

Foods Market where they are quick to 
purchase her ever-popular eggs for 50 
cents a piece, noted for their rich, orange 

Bond Agent 
In Trouble

By BRIAN HANEY
News Editor

A Harnett County bail bonds agent has 
been arrested on felony charges after she 
allegedly detained the 
wrong man, took him be-
fore a Harnett County 
magistrate and then 
claimed the bond forfei-
ture for the correct sus-
pect.

Susanna Layaou ”Suz-
ie” Spearman, 40, of Ste-
phen Norris Lane, Coats, 
was charged by the Har-
nett County Sheriff’s Of-
fice with felonious restraint and obtaining 
money by false pretenses. Mrs. Spearman 
owns Angelic Bail Bonds in Lillington.

Harnett County Sheriff Larry Rollins 
said the incident actually stemmed from a 
Dunn Police investigation, part of which 
fell under the sheriff’s office’s jurisdiction.

According to a Dunn Police report, on 
Oct. 4, 2010, Mrs. Spearman allegedly took 
Filiberto Alvarenga Otero into custody 
when she was actually looking for his 
brother.

Mr. Otero told police Mrs. Spearman 
took him into custody inside his business, El 
Cristal Tienda Hispana at 602 Dunn-Erwin 
Road, Dunn. The incident, he said, hap-
pened behind the store’s counter and in 
front of customers.

He said Mrs. Spearman had also shown 
up at his store several weeks before the in-
cident with a camera crew and was filming 
footage of herself as a bail bonds agent in-
side the store.

Mr. Otero said he tried to tell Mrs. Spear-
man he was not the man she was looking 
for, but she took him to a magistrate in Lil-
lington “where he was released due to not 
being the right person,” the police report 
said.

He said when he asked Mrs. Spearman 
for her agency’s phone number she gave 
him the number to Stokes & Associates, 
another bond agency based in Lillington.

The agency’s owner, Sharona Stokes, 
was in a partnership with Mrs. Spearman 
several years ago before forming her own 
agency.

Mrs. Stokes has since filed a civil lawsuit 
against Mrs. Spearman in Harnett County. 
The suit, filed Nov. 4, 2010, alleges Mrs. 
Spearman engaged in defamation, mali-
cious prosecution, infliction of emotional 
distress, interference with contract, and 
unfair and deceptive trade practices 
against Mrs. Stokes.

Sheriff Rollins said the Dunn case got 
passed on to the sheriff’s office because of 
incidents that occurred when Mrs. Spear-
man went to present Mr. Otero at the mag-
istrate’s office in Lillington.

“This all precipitated from an incident 
that occurred to a businessman in Dunn 
who she thought he was or tried to imply he 
was a person she had got a bond on,” Sheriff 
Rollins said. “She had made some refer-
ences as I understand it that were not ex-
actly correct and it was shown that it wasn’t 
the guy.”

• Allegedly brings 
in wrong man, but still 
claims bond forfeiture.

Spearman

See Bond, Page 3

These Are Not Your Ordinary Chickens

See High Ground Farm, Page 3

Johnston County police officials 
found one Willow Spring resident near-
ly too much to handle during an arrest.

Selma Police officers responded to a 
disturbance call at the Dolls Palace, lo-
cated on Graham Street in Selma, 
where they encountered Angie Marie 
Caldwell, 29, of Willow Spring, report-
edly driving under the influence in the 
parking lot of the adult establishment.  

Ms. Caldwell claimed she was kicked 
out of the club because she “looked bet-
ter than any of the dancers” in the Dolls 
Palace, WTSB radio reported. 

While in the Breathalyzer room, Ms. 
Caldwell reportedly removed her cloth-

ing and urinated 
on the floor.  Af-
terward, she al-
legedly kicked a 
chair into a wall, 
causing $200 of property damage to the 
wall.

After being transported to Johnston 
Medical Center in Smithfield, she re-
portedly kicked, and later attempted to 
bite, an officer.

Ms. Caldwell now faces charges of 
driving while impaired, indecent expo-
sure and damage to property. 

She was released on a $3,000 bond 
pending a March 3 court appearance.

Willow Spring DWI 
Suspect Exposes Herself

Caldwell

Marijuana Found 
In Engine Area Of Car

A 22 year-old Newton Grove man is 
facing felony drug charges following a 
traffic stop by Smithfield Police on In-
terstate 95. 

During the stop, police reportedly 
found marijuana hidden inside the ve-
hicle and also hidden in the engine 
compartment. There was $923 in cash 
seized from the vehicle, police told 

WTSB.  
Gabriel Gaston 

Antonio Powell of 
U.S. 701 South was 
charged with main-
taining a vehicle to 
keep a controlled 
substance and pos-
session with intent to 
manufacture, sell or 
deliver a controlled 

substance. 
Bond was set at $27,500. 

Campus Assault Sends South 
Student To Hospital

A South Johnston High stu-
dent was arrested on campus 
this week for allegedly beating 
another student and sending 
him to the hospital.  

The alleged assault occurred 
outside the In School Suspen-
sion classroom.

Jose Damion Aguero, 17, of 
Jumping Run Road, Dunn, was 
charged by school resource of-

ficers with assault and battery then released on 
a $500 bond. According to Tammy Amaon, public 
information officer for the Johnston County 
Sheriff’s Office, the second student will be 
charged once he is released from the hospital.
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Honeycutt 
Coming Back 

To Harnett 
Schools

• Will serve temporarily as 
assistant superintendent.

By TOM WOERNER
For The Record

The Harnett County School Board 
voted Wednesday to bring one of its 
longest-serving educators out of re-
tirement to help the county as lead-
ers look for a new superintendent.

The board hired former Superin-
tendent Dan Hon-
eycutt as interim 
assistant superin-
tendent. Mr. Hon-
eycutt last worked 
in the county as su-
perintendent be-
fore his retirement. 
He also worked as 
assistant superin-
tendent, principal, 

assistant principal and teacher.
Board attorney Duncan McCor-

mick said Mr. Honeycutt will be paid 
$8,891.50 monthly.

He said Mr. Honeycutt can only 
make a limited amount of money be-
cause he is collecting state retire-
ment. He will likely work less than a 
year with the county.

“He should max out at around 
eight months,” Mr. McCormick said. 

Mr. Honeycutt, who could not be 
reached for comment, will fill the 
position vacated by current Assis-
tant Superintendent Tom Frye, who 
will be the interim superintendent. 
The board officially approved the 
details of his contract Wednesday.

Mr. Frye will make a salary of 
$142,432 in his position which will 
end Sept. 30, or on the first day a new 
superintendent takes office. The sal-
ary is broken down, with the largest 
piece, approximately $125,000, paid 
through state funds. The remainder 
will be made up through county and 
federal funds.

This is the same amount Superin-
tendent Phil Ferrell now makes.

Mr. Frye will officially begin his 
superintendent duties Monday. Mr. 
Ferrell will work his last day in the 
county Friday.

Out-Of-County Tuition
In other action, the board official-

ly approved details of a policy it ap-
proved last year, to charge students 
who live in another county tuition if 
they want to attend school in Harnett 
County. The board will charge based 
on the per student allotment given to 
the county by the state. 

That means students would pay 
approximately $1,450 per student in 

See Schools, Page 3

Honeycutt
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Shoot The Hoop To Aid Local 
Food Pantry

The Angier Parks and Recreation Booster Club 
will host a three-point contest Saturday at 4 p.m. 
inside the Angier Elementary School gym located 
on McIver Street. With a $5 entry fee and at least 
one canned food donation, the contest will feature a 
free throw contest for the younger sect, a three-
point contest open to youth to age 15 and a separate 
bracket for adults. A coaches’ game will begin at 6 
p.m. with a half time, half-court shot contest. Entry 
for that event is $1. Hot dogs, chips and drinks will 
be available for purchase and there will be a pizza 

raffle from Domino’s. All canned foods will be do-
nated to the Angier Area Food Pantry.

Harnett NAACP To Meet Saturday
The Harnett County branch of the NAACP will 

meet Saturday at 11 a.m. at Lillington First Presby-
terian Church, 861 Shawtown Road, Lillington. At 
this meeting the group will receive input on goals 
for the year, meeting dates, times and place(s), dis-
cuss the upcoming Freedom Fund Banquet and the 
overall organization for the year. Additionally, inter-
ested persons may join the branch at this time.

For more information, contact Oscar M. McPher-
son at 891-2781.

DAILY DIGESTS

The charge for obtaining by 
false pretense came after Mrs. 
Spearman, having allegedly deliv-
ered the wrong man to the magis-
trate, reportedly went to the court-
house and said she turned her 
suspect in and attempted to re-
claim the bond forfeiture on the 
suspect.

A bond forfeiture is a suspect’s 
bond amount, paid by the bond 
agency, that is forfeited when the 
bonded person does not show up 
for court. A bondsman then has a 
certain amount of time to get the 
suspect back in custody and be eli-
gible to recover the bond forfei-
ture.

More Charges Coming
Sheriff Rollins said Mrs. Spear-

man and two of her coworkers at 
Angelic Bail Bonds will also be 
charged with impersonating a po-
lice officer.

“Bondsmen are not allowed to 
display badges or anything that 
says they are in any form a law 
enforcement person, and they 
were doing that,” Sheriff Rollins 
said. “They haven’t been charged 
yet, but they will be.”

He said that’s the main issue as 
far as he’s concerned.

“I don’t want them to go around 
representing law enforcement, pe-
riod,” he said. “It’s against the law 

and it’s a violation.”
Licensed bondsmen, he said, 

are given photo identification that 
“tells who they are, what they are 
and what their horsepower is and 
that’s all they’re supposed to 
show.”

The incident was not the first 
time Mrs. Spearman has been ac-
cused of apprehending the wrong 
person.

In 2009, Kenneth Howard 
Scantland filed a police report 
against Mrs. Spearman, alleging 
she and two other agents detained 
and handcuffed him after they 
mistook him for another man who 
had jumped bond.

Mr. Scantland said he had to 
show the bondsmen his birth cer-
tificate before they finally let him 
go. No one was charged in the inci-
dent.

The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Insurance had an enforce-
ment case open against Mrs. 
Spearman at the time, but the case 
has since been closed.

Department of Insurance 
spokesperson Kerry Hall said the 
complaint was determined to be 
unfounded and therefore, criminal 
charges were not pursued.

Ms. Hall said a case was not 
opened regarding the latest inci-
dent with Mr. Otero because the 
sheriff’s office initiated a formal 
investigation.

If Mrs. Spearman is convicted 

of the charges, the department will 
review her license and it could be 
revoked.

“It depends on the conviction 
and the particular case,” Ms. Hall 
said.

N.C. Bail Agents Association 
President Melissa Seiler cautioned 
that the facts of Mrs. Spearman’s 
case have not yet been addressed 
in court, but said her association 
makes it clear to all agents that 
“criminal activity in our profes-
sion will not be tolerated.”

Mrs. Spearman’s bond was set 
at $1,000 secured.

She had a first appearance in 
Harnett County Court Feb. 11. 
During her first appearance, a 
probable cause hearing was sched-
uled for March 1 and Mrs. Spear-
man said she planned to retain 
Lillington attorney Jesse Jones. 
Mr. Jones told The Daily Record he 
had not yet been retained by Mrs. 
Spearman.

A message left on Mrs. Spear-
man’s cell phone was not returned.

Continued From Page One

Bond

yolks and robust flavor.
“I have customers who call here 

if they run out of eggs at Whole 
Foods,” she said. “Because my Ja-
vas forage for their food on pas-
ture, eating bugs and grass, people 
prefer their rich yolk and great 
taste.”

Professionally trained as a nurse 
practitioner, Ms. Underwood-
Brown was laid off more than a 
year ago from a medical facility, 
setting the stage of what now af-
fords her more time on her High 
Ground Farm.

Not only does the farm provide 
eggs to Whole Foods, but basil, 
heirloom tomatoes, figs, field flow-
ers, handpainted oil and watercolor 
portraits and greeting cards de-
picting her Javas, as well.

She and her neighbor, John Grif-
fin, raise heirloom tomatoes, a crop 
that produced thousands of seed-
lings. Ms. Underwood-Brown sells 
the eggs and heirloom vegetables 
to local markets, retail outlets and 
restaurants such as  Heron’s at the 
Umstead in Cary where Chef Scott 
Crawford particularly likes her 
pastured heirloom hen eggs, brown 
turkey figs and fresh basil. 

Her farm touts itself as part of 
Animal Welfare Approved, Good-
ness Grows in North Carolina, the 
American Livestock Breed Conser-
vancy and North Carolina Agrito-
urism.

“It is great now, because all of 
my favorite pastimes have become 
quite trendy and fashionable,” she 
said.

In April 2010 she was featured 
on “The Chicken Whisperer,” a 
syndicated Blog Talk Radio station, 
as a spokesperson for the Java 
chicken. 

To better protect her Javas from 
such predators as bobcats, coyotes, 

foxes and hawks, Ms. Underwood-
Brown was recently awarded a 
$4,000 Good Husbandry Grant 
from Animal Welfare Approved 
specifically for predator control. 
The grant will 
also provide her 
with a trained 
guardian dog for 
added protection 
against preda-
tors.

High Ground 
Farm and Ani-
mal Welfare Ap-
proved — a non-
profit agency fo-
cused on promot-
ing family farms 
with high animal 
welfare stan-
dards —are part-
nering to host a 
free livestock 
fencing work-
shop this week-
end. 

The free 
workshop, host-
ed at High 
Ground Farm 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m., is limited 
to 10 volunteers each day.

Under the direction of her 
neighbor, John Griffin, a third-gen-
eration farmer, participants will 
construct a fence around 3 acres of 
land to protect pastured heirloom 
breed hens. A home-cooked meal in 
front of a roaring fireplace is  also 
part of the workshop.

“This is a wonderful opportunity 
to learn fence installation from a 
local farmer, help a local farmer, 
and have fun at the same time,” 
said Emily Lancaster, farmer and 
market outreach coordinator with 
Animal Welfare Approved. 

She suggests participants wear 
work clothes, boots, bring along 

work gloves and a hammer. Upon 
their arrival, volunteers will learn 
to set poles, pull wires and hang 
gates, all part of a skill passed 
down through generations.

“Be ready to 
get dirty and tired 
while you work to 
put up a 3-acre 
fence for pastured 
heirloom-breed 
hens,” Ms. Lan-
caster said.

Ms. Under-
wood-Brown said 
participants must 
be over age 18, be 
able to lift 50 
pounds, pull and 
use a hammer. As 
farm work is po-
tentially hazard-
ous, volunteers 
must accept all 
risks of injury in 
order to partici-
pate.

Animal Wel-
fare Approved is a 
free certification 
program and food 

label for pasture-based family 
farms. The nonprofit program’s 
Good Husbandry Grants help 
farmers like Ms. Underwood-
Brown improve farm animal wel-
fare. 

“Simply put, they live like chick-
ens,” Ms. Lancaster said, adding 
that pasture-based husbandry 
“makes for healthier hens who lay 
more nutritious, tastier eggs. … 
The yolk is richer, the flavor more 
intense, and the farm-fresh quality 
is prized in cooking.”

To volunteer for this weekend’s 
fencing workshop or for more in-
formation about High Ground 
Farm, call (919) 552-6916 or check 
out their blog at www.highground-
farm.blogspot.com.

Continued From Page One

High Ground Farm

MEGABALL 
15-22-23-48-55
Megaball 31 
Megaplier 4

PICK 3
(Day) 8-1-3
(Night) 7-9-8

CASH 5
11-15-21-34-35

PICK 4
1-1-3-1

TUESDAY

Java Chickens
•  Java chickens are usually 

black, but also come in white, 
mottled and auburn. They are 

solid, sturdy birds.
• The Java was developed as a 

pioneer breed in the United 
States from various Asian 

breeds sometime before the 
mid-1800’s.

• Javas are large, well built 
chickens with stocky bodies 

and large breasts. Java roosters 
average more than 9 pounds 

and hens more than 6 pounds.
• A hardy, dual purpose breed 

the Java are suited to both meat 
and egg production. 

   • They are also economical 
eaters and superb foragers.

www.javabreadersofamerica.com

the current school year. The 
amount will change each year, 
based on the state allotment. The 
money will be paid up front, and 
the student cannot attend class 
until the money is paid.

The new policy will begin with 
the 2011-2012 school year. The 
only exception to the policy will 
be for the children of employees 
of Harnett County Schools. Those 
students will not have to pay the 
tuition as long as their parents are 
employed in the county.

Voting Lines
The board agreed to work with 

the county commissioners to hire 
a demographer to draw new dis-

trict voting lines. Both boards are 
required to draw new lines every 
10 years based on Census results 
and keep one district with a ma-
jority of minorities. Board mem-
bers agreed it would be cheaper to 
use the same demographer as the 
school system. 

Though both boards now have 
the same attendance lines, that is 
not a legal requirement.

“We don’t have to do what they 
want to do,” Board Chair Billy 
Tart said.

Ten years ago Mr. Tart voted 
against the present lines in which 
his district begins near Coats, 
snakes along the southern border 
of the county through Overhills 
and up to Nursery Road.

The board voted to send a reso-

lution to lawmakers to try to find 
available funds to avoid further 
budget cutbacks. 

‘Fund Schools First’
The resolution instructs law-

makers to “fund schools first” be-
fore considering making budget 
cuts. It will be sent to all of the 
legislators that represent Harnett 
County in Raleigh.

The resolution comes at a time 
when bad budget news keeps 
coming. Mr. Ferrell said he 
learned Tuesday there will be no 
planning allotments provided by 
the state this year.

“They are telling us to use the 
number we got last year and de-
duct 5 to 10 percent from it,” Mr. 
Ferrell said.

Continued From Page One

Schools

Rotary 
Pancake 

Supper
Dunn Rotarian Larry 

Snipes mans the pan-
cake assembly line at 

Dunn Middle School 
Tuesday for the an-

nual Dunn Rotary 
Pancake Supper.

Daily Record Photo/Bart Adams

 Offers the following services: 
 Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, 

 and Speech Therapy

 7 Days A Week

 • Professional Nursing Care 24 Hours A Day
 • Alzheimer’s Unit With Individualized Care 

 and Trained Staff
 • Restorative Nursing
 • Respiratory Therapy
 • Wound Management

 • Pain Management
 • IV Therapy

 • Qualified Social Workers

 Harnett Woods Nursing 
 and Rehabilitation Center

 (formerly Britthaven of Harnett)

 604 Lucas Road
 Dunn, NC 28334

 910.891.4600
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 These ads appear in  The Daily Record 

 classifieds for the first time today.
 Excludes employment and legal notices.

Find these ads and many others in My Classifieds on
pages 10-12 in today’s edition of The Daily Record!

Between Lillington/Spring Lake/Hwy
210. Nice quiet area, 2 bedroom,
1.5 baths, $400 plus deposit. 2 bed-
room, 2 bath,  $400 plus deposit.
Also  2 bedroom, 1 bath $375 plus
deposit All with washer/dryer/deck,
free water/trash & lawn care.  NO
pets. Call 910-497-0959.

1992 Park Avenue, white, 192,000
     miles,fully loaded, $1900 

            Call 910-892-3717

Bricks-2 bundles (540 each) $220
Call 919-464-6987.

Motorcycle helmet FX-4AFX-black
with full face shield $25,Lincoln rod
welder $125,3 metal racks 12"x47"
$15 each Call 919-464-6987

Cosmetologists wanted. Full or part
time, name your salary expecta-
tions and your own hours. Call 919-
552-3559 or 919-624-0711.

Found a puppy in the Dunn. Call 910-
892-4252 to describe and claim.

LOST-brown and white older bea-
gle,has cataract in one eye, 20-25
lbs,no collar, very sweet family
pet, lost near Hwy 301 S/Alphin
Bros area, Call 910-890-7457

Prom Dress-long gown by LaFemme
size 4, purple $180 Call 910-892-87855

 WHAT’S HAPPENING???
 Subscribe to

 and keep up to date on 
 what’s happening in 
 Harnett County and 

 surrounding areas.

 910-891-1200

 Presented at
 The Old Lillington High School

 900 Eleven Street, Lillington, NC
 Tickets available at the

 Lillington Chamber or at the door
 Students $5

 Senior Citizens $8
 General admission $10

 This production is supported by the
 Harnett Co. Arts Council, Inc. with

 Grassroots Arts Funds from the NC Art Council,
 a state agency.

 Call  910-814-5959
 for more information or at

 www.heartofharnettplayhouse.com

 Lillington, NC

 Heart of Harnett
 Playhouse

 Presents

 Friday, Feb 25th @ 7 pm
 Saturday, Feb. 26th @ 7 pm
 Sunday, Feb. 27th @ 3 pm
 Friday, March 4th @ 7 pm

 Saturday, March 5th @ 7 pm
 Sunday, March 6th @ 3 pm


